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Tacoma City of Tacoma Memorandum

TO: T.C. Broadnax, City Manager
FROM: Peter Huffman, Director, Planning and Development
COPY: Economic Development Committee
SUBJECT: Point Defiance Park Project(s) Review
DATE: October 14, 2015

SUMMARY:
At its October 27, 2015 meeting, the Economic Development Committee will receive a briefing on the
Development Review Agreement (DRA) project review process that is underway to review and approve,
with conditions, Metropolitan Park District of Tacoma’s (Metro Parks) Master Plan for Point Defiance
Park. At this time, the Economic Development Committee will be requested to make a recommendation
to the City Council to authorize the City Manager to execute the DRA; Attachment A.

BACKGROUND:
Metro Parks is in the process of Master Planning Point Defiance for the next 20 years. They are taking
the 2008 Conceptual Plan and expanding on it to include more detail on potential program elements and
locations. Taken individually, these projects would require multiple Conditional Use Permits that would
be unable to encompass the breadth of the scope of work nor manage all the related elements that will be
affected by the individual projects.

Fortunately, State statute allows the creation of an optional application procedure that could authorize
certain major projects in key locations to be reviewed, rated, approved, and conditioned according to the
extent to which they advance the Comprehensive Plan’s goals and policies. In addition to demonstrating
precisely how it significantly advances the goals and policies of the Comprehensive Plan a project must
document specific compliance with the policies and standards set forth in the Comprehensive Plan.

The City has adopted this optional procedure in RCW 36.70B 170-210 and specifically provided a
Comprehensive Plan policy set that can facilitate the use of the DRA process for Point Defiance Park;
Attachment B.

PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED:

Written Comments - Attachment C
• Toni Mageissen of 6322 North 26th Street — Ms. Mageissen expressed concern that while the DRA

will cover a 20-year Master Plan, the Master Plan itself indicates that the projects will be completed
by 2026 — a 10-year difference. A related issue is that since the current bond funding does not appear
to be enough to cover the 20-year outlook, the DRA should not cover what is not clearly funded.
Ms. Magelssen also recommends that the Project Elements Spreadsheet (see page 37 of the Master
Plan) should include a second spreadsheet that is sorted by each project’s start date to make easier to
analyze the order in which each of the 75 projects will be constructed.

• Aaron Blaisdell of Apex Engineering — Mr. Blaisdell expressed his support for the DRA as it will
streamline the process for upgrading many of the park’s amenities. He also notes that the DRA will
eliminate a duplication of staff efforts and provide for a greater accountability of public resources.
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Oral Testimony at the Public Hearing
• Jayne Moore of the City Transportation Commission and Metro Parks Active Living Committee.
• Erik Hanberg of the Metro Parks Board.
• Gregory Tanbara of 15 North Summit Road.
• Rick Bacon of 5046 North Lexington Street.

All four citizens provided testimony in support of the DRA. Mr. Tanbara and Mr. Bacon also
complimented Metro Parks staff on how it managed, presented and collaborated with citizens and
stakeholders at its series of public meetings earlier this year.

Metro Parks Response to Concerns
Prior to opening the public comment period, Metro Parks’ Director of Planning and Development,
Debbie Terwilleger, responded to questions from the City Council. One inquiry from Councilman Ibsen
asked about the issues brought up in Ms. Magelssen’s letter (see Attachment C). Ms. Terwilleger
advised that the current bond funding for Point Defiance will not cover all of the projects listed in the
Master Plan, rather, it represents a list of priorities and possible sequencing, depending on funding.
Ms. Terwilleger noted that she will make sure that a spreadsheet, sorted by project date is added to the
Project Elements Spreadsheet section of the Master Plan.

ISSUE:
Metro Parks submitted a formal application for a DRA pursuant to RCW 36.70B 170-210. The Master
Plan, draft DRA and SEPA Determination were transmitted to the City Council and are posted on the
Planning website at: http://www.cityoftacoma.org/cms/one.aspx?portalld= I 69&pageld=78 180

Key points are as follows:
• Metro Parks took the lead in the public outreach;
• The City Council held a public hearing on the DRA and Preliminary SEPA Determination on

October 13, 2015;
• The City will finalize a SEPA Determination of Non-Significance on October 27, 2015; and
• The City Council is scheduled act on a resolution authorizing the City Manager to execute the DRA

on November 10, 2015.

If you have any questions, please contact Ian Munce, Special Assistant to the Director, at (253) 573-2478
or irnunce@cityoftacoma.org.

ALTERNATIVES:
The Conmiittee could propose additional DRA conditions.

FISCAL IMPACT:
There is no fiscal impact to the City.

RECOMMENDATION:
The recommendation is the Committee issue a “Do Pass” recommendation to the City Council.

ATTACHMENTS:
A-DRA
B — City Comprehensive Plan and Land Use Regulatory Code References
C — Public Comments






































